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John A. Maczuzak’s accomplishments as a football player at the University of Pittsburgh led him to a 
professional contract with the Kansas City Chiefs of the American Football League after being drafted in 
1964. 
 

    Football was the sport that led John A. Maczuzak, who played offensive and defensive tackle at Ellsworth 
High School, to the attention of college coaches. Complemented by academic standing as an honors student 
ranked fourth in his class, he received 27 scholarship offers. 
    “It was really something for a kid from Ellsworth to be recruited by the likes of Rip Engle at Penn State, Art 
‘Pappy’ Lewis of West Virginia and Johnny Michelosen at Pitt,” Maczuzak, a 1959 graduate of Ellsworth High, 
said. “They all made good offers and I enjoyed the recruiting experience, but I thought Pitt would work best 
for me.” 
    Maczuzak also recalled that Lou “Bimbo” Cecconi, the former Donora High and Pitt star, was among those 
recruiting him. 
    “Bimbo was the freshman coach at Pitt at that time,” he said. “He came to Ellsworth High School to talk with 
me and also visited my home. Bimbo has always been a real gentleman – a good coach, yes, and a good 
friend.” 
    Maczuzak was redshirted in football but played freshman basketball at Pitt in 1959-60. He started in 
basketball as a sophomore and lettered in his final two seasons with the Panthers, who were coached by 
Robert Timmons. 
    “I enjoyed basketball, it was very competitive on the college level,” Maczuzak said. “Coach Sylvester at 
Ellsworth always said basketball was my future but I got a scholarship because of football. Still, I wanted to 



continue to play (basketball). It was a challenge playing two varsity sports and keeping up with my studies. It 
meant some serious work in balancing my time. That responsibility helped me later during my career in the 
steel industry.” 
    Among Maczuzak’s basketball teammates in 1963-64 were Brian Generalovich, Tim Grgurich, Daryle Ruby 
and Dave Sauer. 
    His football teammates included Paul Martha, Fred Mazurek, Rick Leeson, Ernie Borghetti, Marty 
Schottenheimer, Jim Traficant, Chuck Ahlborn, Lou Slaby, John Verkleeren, Eric Crabtree, Ed Adamchik, Fred 
Hoaglin, Ron Linaburg, Bob Long, Ken Lucas and Ray Popp. Slaby, a high school standout in Salem, Ohio, was 
best man in Maczuzak’s wedding in 1964, and they have remained close friends over the years. 
    Ahlborn, a standout athlete at Rostraver High School, came to Pitt a year after Maczuzak, but they 
were friends before that. 
    “Chuck and I worked together in the summer of 1960 at the then-new Round Hill County Park in Elizabeth 
Township,” Maczuzak said. “We cut grass, cleared shrubs, weeds and old trees and removed barbed wire 
fences that had been on that land for many years. It was physical work but it kept us in good shape for the 
coming football season. Chuck became a dentist and had a practice in Brownsville before retiring, and we have 
been friends for all these years.” 
    The 1963 Panthers, led by Mazurek at quarterback and Martha, who gained All-American honors at 
halfback, posted a 9-1-0 record and were ranked No. 3 in national polls. Maczuzak was the starting left 
tackle.  “We beat UCLA, Washington, California, Notre Dame, West Virginia, Army, Syracuse, Miami and Penn 
State,” Maczuzak said. “Our only loss was to Navy. It was, as the song goes, a very good year.” 
    Maczuzak was honored in 1992 as a Pitt Varsity Club Awardee of Distinction. That recognition is given to 
former athletic letter winners who have distinguished themselves in their professions and who, by their 
accomplishments, have enhanced the value of Pitt’s intercollegiate athletic programs. He also was honored in 
2009 when the Pitt Alumni Association inducted him into its Laurel Chapter Hall of Fame. 
    Maczuzak, who was 6-5 and 240 as a senior, was a two-way tackle at Pitt and was drafted by the San 
Francisco Forty-Niners of the National Football League and the Dallas Texans of the American Football League 
after his redshirt junior year in 1962. He remained at Pitt for his senior campaign and ultimately signed a 
professional contract with the AFL Kansas City Chiefs, who evolved when owner Lamar Hunt moved his 
franchise from Dallas. 
    Maczuzak played in the Blue-Gray All-Star Game in December 1963 in Montgomery, Alabama and was 
selected to play in the College All-Star Game in August 7, 1964 against the Chicago Bears at Soldier Field in 
Chicago. 
    A somber mood prevailed among the 65,000 fans at Soldier Field as they observed a pre-game moment of 
silence for Bears stars halfback Willie Galimore and end John Farington, who were killed in an automobile 
accident 14 days earlier. The Bears defeated the All-Stars 28-17 and dedicated the victory to their departed 
teammates. 
    The legendary Otto Graham coached the All-Stars, whose roster included, in addition to Maczuzak, his Pitt 
teammates Paul  Martha and Ernie Borghetti, quarterbacks George Mira of Miami (Florida) and Pete Beathard 
of Southern California, halfback Charley Taylor of Arizona State and receiver Paul Warfield of Ohio State. 
Among the Bears standouts were tight end Mike Ditka, Maczuzak’s former teammate at Pitt, who was 
Chicago’s first round draft pick in 1961, Jon Arnett, Joe Marconi, Richie Petibon and Bill Wade. 
    “What a thrill it was to play in that game, it was my first taste of playing against the pros,” Maczuzak 
recalled. “I thought I knew a lot about football but I certainly learned more that day.” 
    His introduction to the professional ranks continued a few days later when he reported to the Chiefs 
training camp. 
    “It was an eye opener, that’s for sure,” he said. “Hank Stram was the head coach and camp was totally 
different from college. I was on the taxi squad early in the season but was activated and played defensive 
tackle through the second half of the year. They also had me prepared to play guard and center.” 



    Among his teammates at Kansas City were Beathard, Len Dawson, Abner Haynes, E.J. Holub, Buck Buchanan, 
Bobby Bell and Fred Arbanas. 
    “There were only eight teams in the league – Kansas City and the Buffalo Bills, Boston Patriots, San Diego 
Chargers, Oakland Raiders, New York Jets, Denver Broncos and Houston Oilers.” Maczuzak said. “We finished 
at 7-7-0 in second place behind the Chargers in the Western Division.” 
    Maczuzak did well enough in his rookie season to warrant a second shot in 1965. 
    “The team sent a letter inviting me to camp in 1965 but I felt I had had enough of football,” he said. “I had 
received my degree at Pitt and I wanted to get on with my real life’s work, I didn’t want to become obsolete in 
my profession before I even started. It was a competitive market at that time and I had to get going. I was 
married and Janet and I were looking forward to starting a family.” 
    Maczuzak informed the Chiefs of his decision to retire after one season with the team, but they weren’t 
ready to let him go. 
    “Coach Stram called me at home and said he was very disappointed with my decision,” Maczuzak said. “I 
explained my reasons and he said he understood and wished me well. Two years later, Kansas City was in 
Super Bowl I against the Green Bay Packers and, yes, I guess I could have been there with the Chiefs. But I 
have no regrets. I had my opportunity to play in the pros and I’ll never forget it.” 
    To emphasize his decision, Maczuzak offers a reminder that professional football is “not all the glamour and 
glitz” that people might think. 
    “When I put my name on that first contract with the Chiefs, I received an $8,000 signing bonus and a season 
salary of $13,000,” he recalled. “That pales in comparison to what players receive today but it was a lot of 
money in those years; I felt like I had hit the lottery. 
    “But football is just a job, just like any other job. No, it’s not your typical 9 to 5 day at the office but it can 
become a real grind. We had those two-a-day practices at camp and our families were not permitted to be 
with us the first few weeks. Even after the exhibition games began and the regular season started, we were 
busy with practice and then on the road for away games. I had been playing organized football for 10 years 
and that was enough.” 
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