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    In addition to numerous cities in the United States, Ellsworth native John A. Maczuzak’s myriad assignments 
in the steel industry took him to Japan on several occasions. Those journeys abroad provided him with 
unforgettable experiences.. 
    “It certainly opened my eyes to the culture of another country, something I may never have seen had it not 
been for my job,” Maczuzak, who retired in 2003 as president and chief operating officer of National Steel 
Corp.,  said. “From a business standpoint, it was a valuable lesson about overseas partnerships. It gave me a 
strong understanding of globalization, what the global steel industry is all about and how important it was to 
our companies in the United States.” 
    The joint venture also was instrumental in National Steel’s ability to invest $3 billion in capital projects over 
a 16-year period, Maczuzak told New Steel magazine in December 2000. 
    “The secondary steelmaking and casting complex installed at the Great Lakes Division in Ecorse, Michigan in 
the late 1980s was the first in the United States to have a straight-mold caster to prevent pencil-pipe defects,” 
Macuzak said. “NKK has assisted National in developing preventive and predictive maintenance plans. National 
had the second electrogalvanizing line in the U.S., largely because of NKK. US Steel’s Gary (Indiana) Works had 
the first.” 
    NKK was the major producer of steel in Japan and had purchased controlling stock of National Steel. 
    Maczuzak’s travels during his career meant uprooting his family many times, and he remains “forever 
grateful” to his wife and children for their support and understanding. 
    “My wife Janet was always supportive, she encouraged me and offered strength to our family,” Maczuzak, 
who now lives in Freedom (Beaver County)  said. “It’s not easy for children to pick up and move, especially 
when they’ve settled in a new town and made new friends. But our kids adjusted very well and made the most 
of every new experience.” 
    Maczuzak and his wife, the former Janet Fulton Hamilton, met when they were in eighth grade. 
    “She was from Eighty Four, where her parents, David and Frances Fulton Hamilton, owned and operated a 
dairy farm,” Maczuzak said. “We really didn’t date during high school because I didn’t have a car and we lived 
rather far apart. Things got serious when I was at Pitt and we began to see each other on a more regular basis; 
we knew we were going to spend our lives together.” 
    The couple was married on June 20, 1964 in Pigeon Creek Presbyterian Church at Eighty Four. Janet chose 
that date because it was the thirtieth wedding anniversary of her parents. 
    “It was obviously a special day in many ways,” Maczuzak said. “Janet and her mother sang in the choir at the 
church for several years. (Janet) was a very good singer and was a member of the Sweet Adelines barbershop 
harmony groups for a long time. She loved to sing.” 
    A graduate of Ellsworth High School and the Grace Martin Business School in Pittsburgh, Janet held various 
secretarial jobs including a position as executive secretary to the transportation superintendent of Columbia 
Gas System in Pittsburgh. 
    Maczuzak lost his wife to pancreatic cancer in 2006. 
    “She died just one week before her 65th birthday,” Maczuzak said. “Needless to say, her death left an 
immense void in our hearts and our lives. Janet brought so much joy and love to me and our children.” 
    The children are: 

 Daughter Amy Maczuzak, 46, of Pittsburgh. A graduate of Quaker Valley High School in Leetsdale and 
Allegheny College in Meadville, PA, she is the senior writer at Coalition for Christian Outreach in 
Pittsburgh. 

 Son John David Maczuzak, 43, of North Huntingdon. A graduate of Council Rock High School in 
Newtown (Bucks County), PA. and the University of Pittsburgh, he works at Tube City International Mill 
Services in Glassport. 



 Son Vern Maczuzak, 41, of New York City. Also a graduate of Council Rock High School and Allegheny 
College, he is the director of marketing communications at Accordis Health Management Systems, 
Inc.  in New York. 

    “They’re bright and intelligent young people,” Maczuzak said of his offspring. “They were good students and 
have done well in their chosen professions.” 
    Maczuzak’s granddaughter, Kathryn Maczuzak, 17, is a senior at Norwin High School 
    “I’ve been blessed with a wonderful family throughout my life,” Maczuzak said. 
    Maczuzak also was blessed with great athletic talent. 
    “Sports was the means to an end for me,” he said. “There were so many outstanding athletes in the area 
when I was growing up and I was well aware that many of them were going to college on scholarships. I 
thought I might have a chance (at a scholarship) if I worked hard.” 
    Before he experienced organized programs at Ellsworth High School, Maczuzak said, he and his friends 
never lacked for sports activities. 
    “There were always pickup games in football, basketball, baseball and softball when we were kids,” he said. 
“You could go anywhere in town and find a game; we had a lot of fun just playing among ourselves with no 
coaches or referees. We would play all day long.” 
    Maczuzak lettered three years in varsity football and basketball at Ellsworth High and was captain of both 
teams as a senior. 
    “I almost didn’t get to play football because my father wouldn’t sign the consent form my first year,” he 
recalled. “My brother Mike was visiting at home and convinced my father that it would be OK, that I might be 
able to get a scholarship if I did well. My father relented and I was on the varsity. He was very pleased when 
those (scholarship) offers came rolling in a few years later.” 
    In football he played for head coaches Joe Metro, the former Monongahela standout who left Ellsworth to 
accept a coaching job at Bloomsburg State College, and Paul Lapcevic. Ellsworth posted a 9-1-0 record in 
Maczuzak’s sophomore year. 
    “We lost to Perryopolis 7-0 in the opener and then won the rest of our games,” he said. “There were no 
conferences at that time and we didn’t get into the WPIAL playoffs. Most of our games in both sports were 
played against schools from small mining towns like Ellsworth – Avella, West Greene, Jefferson-Morgan, 
Mapletown, Perryopolis, West Bethlehem, East Bethlehem and of course Bentleyville. We had a naturally 
intense rivalry with Bentleyville because we were next door to each other. You could walk down the main 
street  and be in Ellsworth one second and in Bentleyville the next. It was a heated rivalry but a friendly one 
because we knew each other.” 
    Maczuzak became part of Ellsworth High history as a senior in 1958-59 as the Tigers, coached by veteran 
Johnny Sylvester, won the WPIAL Section 18-B basketball championship with a perfect 6-0 league record. It 
was the first section title ever for Ellsworth. 
    “There were only four teams in the section then – Bentleyville, Jefferson, Mapletown and us,” he recalled. 
“We clinched the section title by defeating Mapletown 37-23 and that put us in the WPIAL tournament. We 
played 17 games that season and lost only three to finish with a 14-3 record.” 
    Maczuzak, who was 6-5 and weighed 205, was part of an Ellsworth contingent known as ‘The Backboard 
Jungle” because of their rebounding dominance. The other regulars were John Dziak, John Delegram, Jim 
Wilkens, Jerry Martin and Fred Crow. 
    Their venture into the WPIAL Class B Tournament was short lived as they bowed to unbeaten McDonald (14-
0) 68-61 on February 24, 1959 at the Washington High School gym.  Dziak led all scorers in that game with 23 
points, while Maczuzak and Delegram also hit double digits with 19 and 11, respectively. 
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